
DRAFT

[image: ]

Terms of Reference – Older Persons’ Human Rights Roundtable (OPHR)
International Longevity Centre (ILC) of Canada
WAGE Funding Project - July 2025
1. Purpose
The Older Persons Human Rights Roundtable serves as a collaborative platform to provide advice on advocacy, policy, and programming related to the human rights of older persons in Canada and internationally, helping to inform ILC Canada’s advocacy, strategy, and policy positions. It aims to
· Facilitate dialogue among stakeholders focused on the human rights of older persons.
· Provide advice to ILC Canada on policy improvements for older persons that are human rights based particularly regarding housing, health care, care and poverty reduction.
· Provide advice to ILC Canada on compliance with the human rights obligations at national, provincial, territorial, and local levels, towards older persons (reviewing differences and best practices amongst provinces and territories).
· [bookmark: _heading=h.xbnznn2kqoe2]Provide advice on awareness raising on ageism and build capacity on older persons’ human rights.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.9wkk3al2kib3]Provide expert advice to ILC Canada on the implementation of relevant laws, treaties, and policies on the human rights of older persons.
· Provide advice at the international level on content of a proposed UN convention on the human rights of older persons.
2. Scope
The Table will focus on:
· Civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of older persons.
· Vulnerable and marginalized populations, particularly older women, racialized older persons including Indigenous persons and older persons living in poverty.
· Human rights-based approaches to health, care, housing, and poverty reduction.
· Advising ILC Canada on emerging human rights concerns of older persons in Canada and internationally, particularly regarding the proposed UN convention on the rights of older persons.
3. Objectives
· Share information, domestic & international experience, and promising practices on the human rights of older persons.
· Provide advice on coordination of stakeholder efforts to promote and protect the human rights of older persons.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.l14bkh5f34lz]Provide expert advice to ILC Canada on policies and to reports, briefing and white papers on the human rights of older persons.
· Make recommendations to ILC Canada on human rights issues of relevant authorities or bodies.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.jik1t1umdpsp]The OPHR will create a Human Rights Framework which will be reviewed every 2 to 4 years.
· There will be a sub-committee that will focus on the proposed UN convention on the rights of older persons. This group may include experts from outside the main members of the OPHR.
· Ensuring participation of older persons with lived experience.
4. Membership
Membership includes representatives from:
· Civil society organizations focussed on older persons.
· Human rights institutions.
· Indigenous and community groups focussed on marginalized communities.
· Academics and legal experts.
· International organizations (as observers, if applicable)
Membership Criteria:
· Demonstrated commitment to the human rights of older persons.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.z8bd4xlngyye]Relevant expertise or stakeholder status in regard to the human rights of older persons.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.ca90yyxrgd4b]Willingness to participate in meetings every two months.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.i07q16clg20t]Members will be appointed for a term of 2 years with the opportunity for a second term of 2 years.
5. Roles and Responsibilities
Chairperson:
· Senior leader from ILC Canada.
· Facilitate meetings and ensure inclusive participation.
· Represent, or delegate representation of, the Older Persons Human Rights Roundtable in external engagements as an official spokesperson, communicating its positions publicly.
Members:
· Comprised of up to 14 members.
· Participate actively and regularly.
· Share relevant updates and information from their sectors.
· Members will be selected based on their expertise in human rights or related issues such as housing, income security or health and care.
Secretariat:
· [bookmark: _heading=h.2dny8kaew9uc]ILC Canada will coordinate meetings and logistics.
· ILC Canada will prepare minutes, agendas, and documents.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.myhmm7b0pq1]ILC Canada will maintain records and communications.
Invited speakers
· [bookmark: _heading=h.smhgwg8dyam0]When required, speakers such as UN Human Rights representatives/experts will be invited to provide input and advice.
Connection to other Committees of ILC Canada
· The OPHR will periodically be apprised of the work of the Older Persons Advisory Group and the WAGE Project Advisory Committee. Where applicable, the committees may collaborate.
6. Meetings
· Frequency: every 2 months.
· Format: In-person, virtual, or hybrid.
· Quorum: At least 50% of members present.
7. Decision-Making
· [bookmark: _heading=h.umrgjplc8qtc]Consensus-based decision-making on advice to ILC Canada is preferred.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.2vsr8p4bqrfc]Where consensus is not possible, a majority vote may be used.
8. Reporting
· [bookmark: _heading=h.ges3ejyf7y9b]Periodic reports (quarterly/annual) will be submitted to the International Longevity Centre Canada.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.nb4sp2n5zcnl]Briefings and recommendations may be made public or shared with relevant stakeholders.
· Any subcommittees will be periodically reviewed by the main OPHR.
9. Review
· [bookmark: _heading=h.umbhi7hzzc4]ToR will be reviewed every 2 years or as needed.
· Amendments require agreement by majority of members.
10. Working Language
· Meetings will be in English.
· Steps will be made to produce materials into both official languages.
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Human Rights do ot have a best before date.
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